Sister M. Cornelia Blasko
September 7, 1925 - October 30, 2019

Sister M. Cornelia Blasko, 94, of the Congregation of theDaughters of Saint Francis of
Assisi in Lacon IL and Mountain View MO, died on October 30, 2019 at Saint Joseph
Nursing Home in Lacon. Born in Binovce Trnava Slovakia on September 7, 1925 to the
late Stefan and Cecelia Petrovicova Blasko. She joined the daughters of Saint Francis of
Assisi in 1940.
Sister Cornelia was attracted to religious life at the young age of 15 after attending her
sibling’s, Sister Consolata, Profession of vows which impressed her enough to stay and
become a postulate herself! Responding to her vocation as a Daughter of St. Francis of
Assisi since 1940, she allowed God‘s plan to be fulfilled in the church. Sister Cornelia was
amongst the pioneer sisters who in 1946 crossed the ocean to extend our mission in
America. In 1956, she, along with a handful of sisters were pioneers again who worked
tirelessly to re-open what is now mercy Saint Francis hospital in Mountain View Missouri.
She dedicated more than 55 years in the healthcare ministry, serving 42 years as a
hospital administrator, all while the hospital experience growth that helped and
encouraged the entire community. She was a warm presence and by her example lived
the mission beautifully. Sister Cornelia gave an example of patience and joyful witness to
the power of Christ love. Her life can be summed up in the Magnificat from Luke’s Gospel
1:46-55.
My soul doth magnify the Lord,
And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour
Because He hath regarded the humility of his handmaid:
for behold from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.
Because He that is mighty hath done great things to me,
and holy is His name.
Sister Cornelia is survived by her brother Sylvester Blasko of Binovce Trnava Slovakia
and her sisters in Christ the Daughters of Saint Francis of Assisi. She was preceded in
death by one sister and two brothers.
A Mass of Christian burial will be held on Saturday, November 2 at 10 AM at the convent
of the daughters of Saint Francis of Assisi, 507 North Prairie St. in Lacon IL. Visitation time
will be one hour prior to the service. Bishop Edward Rice Will officiate and Burial will be in

the Immaculate Conception Cemetery in Lacon. Memorials can be left to St. Joseph
Nursing Home or the Daughters of Saint Francis of Assisi and online condolences can be
left at lenzmemorialhome.com
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Comments

“

For the religious community and the family of Sr. Cornelia, she was a constant
influence in my life even when I rarely saw her. Seeing her face on Facebook posts
from her religious order so recently was a wonderful surprise. I was one of the
children considered Sr Cornelia's miracle children. I was born at St Francis Hospital
in MV, MO after an emergency C-section and diagnosed with spina bifida very soon
after. Throughout my childhood and teen years any time my mom and I were at St
Francis, we looked for her to say hello.
After my conversion to Catholicism, I enjoyed getting to see Sr. Cornelia when I was
back in MV and attended Mass at St John Vianney Church.
God bless you all.

Carolyn Bostic - November 01, 2019 at 12:53 AM

“

Sister C. Is one of the many childhood memories I treasure from Mountain View. She
recruited my Dad, Dr. Terry Berry, to come to MV to open a family practice at St.
Francis right after his internship. When we arrived the whole town was welcoming us
and Sister C helped the hospital & the town find their special doctor to work with Jon
Roberts at their clinic. They took care of everyone in town & Sister C was right by
their side. I spent many days in & around her hospital chasing down my dad or
watching the helicopters from Springfield come get our sick patients to go up to the
city. She always knew I was up to some sort of orneriness, and would give me her
“look” then a hug and tell me to be careful. I’m quite sure she spent a few hours in
her day praying for me. But those were the beginnings of my life of service as a
Flight paramedic and firefighter and I am forever grateful for her gentle heart &
kindness towards me & our family. Rest easy Sister.
With condolences,
Jena Berry

Jena Berry - November 01, 2019 at 12:22 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Sister M. Cornelia Blasko.

October 31, 2019 at 10:34 PM

“

Dearest Members of Sr. Cornelia’s Family and her beloved Sisters of the Daughters
of St. Francis Community, please know of my personal prayers and remembrance for
each of you. Dear Sr. Cornelia was beloved by many. It was my joy to share with her
on many occasions and to personally experience her graciousness, love for God’s
people in dear Mountain View, and her passion for all services in the ministry of
Health Care. All of us in the Mercy Ministry are better persons and deeply blessed by
the inspiration of Sister’s life and ministry. Thank you for loving her throughout her life
in Family, Community and Ministry. How joyful she must be to personally enjoy the
celebration of life in heaven with All of the Saints and All Holy Souls!
Blessings to each of you and all who loved her, Sr. Richard Mary Burke, RSM

Sister Richard Mary Burke, RSM - October 31, 2019 at 10:30 PM

“

Sister Cornelia was such a blessing in Mountain View, MO. Years ago, I suffered
second degree burns and dehydration and had to stay in the hospital overnight. I
woke up to Sister Cornelia touching my forehead and praying for me. She was such
a beautiful example of Christ.

Cherie June - October 31, 2019 at 10:17 PM

